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Schools must earn poor pupil payment,
charity tells education secretary Gove

Disadvantaged children would be expected to be given priority in
order for schools to get incentive reward

Jeevan Vasagar, Education editor
The Guardian, Thursday = September zo10
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Schools would be expected to give priority to poorer children when admitting new pupils and

judged on the extent to which they narrow the gap between disadvantaged youngsters and
their better-off classmates under plans submitted to government by an influential charity.

In proposals which are being studied closely by education secretary Michael Gove, the
Sutton Trust has advised that only schools which agree to give priority to disadvantaged
children should get the full benefit of the pupil premium, a new financial incentive to reward
schools for accepting poorer pupils.

This funding should be set at £3,000 a child if it is to have an impact, the Sutton Trust's
paper suggests.

Schools rated as outstanding by Ofsted should have poorer children automatically entered
into their application process, the paper argues.

Ministers are expected to review the school admissions code in the coming weeks amid
concern that schools have skewed intakes which do not reflect their neighbourhoods.

The best secondary schools in England take on average just 5% of pupils entitled to free
school meals.

The Sutton Trust's paper also calls on government to ensure that academies and parent-led
free schools declare how they will deploy resources from the pupil premium to benefit
disadvantaged children.

Ag increasing numbers of schools opt out of local authority control, councils could find a new
role monitoring the use of this funding, the charity suggests.

The Sutton Trust, which campaigns to improve social mobility and funds projects aimed at
narrowing the gap between rich and poor in education, draws attention to concerns that the
coalition's school reforms, by expanding academies and enabling parents to set up their own
schools, "will lead to further social segregation among schools and hinder social mobility."

A spokesman for the Department for Education said: "This is a really interesting report that
we will study in detail. We agree that the attainment gap in our schools is too wide and we
need to ensure that children from poorer backgrounds enjoy far greater opportunities in life.

"That is why we are introducing a pupil premium so that extra funding is targeted at those
deprived pupils that most need it, as well as reforming the admissions system to make it
simpler and fairer for all.”

Britain's biggest children's charity, Barnardo's, warned last week that impenetrable "clusters
of privilege" are forming around the best state schocls. Poorer families are losing out to
better-off neighbours who move house or attend church to get a better education,
Barnardo's said.

Proposals to make admissions fairer are being looked at as the government confirmed
yesterday that more than 140 schools are expected to convert to academy status in the
coming schoel year.

The schools, which are taking advantage of a new law allowing every school in England to opt
out of council contrel, will take charge of their own admissions.

Some fear this will widen the gap between poorer families and their better-off neighbours.
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